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1-PREHISTORY: (2,5 Million years ago – 3450 a.C)

Prehistory means: “Time before History”.

Human History begins with the first human being. 

What is the main difference between humans and animals? Humans can 
make TOOLS.
 

The first man appeared 2500 000 years ago, in Africa. He was the “Homo 
Habilis”, and he made tools out of stone.

Prehistory is divided into two parts:

Paleolithic: (2'5 million years ago-10.000 b.C.) 

Human people lived in tribes. They had to hunt, gather and fish in order to survive.

They lived in either caves or in cabins, depending on the weather. 



They don't live very long. A cold climate and common diseases explain why most of the 
Palaeolithic men and women lived an average of about thirty five years.

 

In the Palaeolithic objects were made of stone, wood and animal bones. That is why this period was 
also called Stone Age. About half a million years ago, they discovered the fire, useful to cook, to 
have light and to frighten animals.

Neolithic: (10.000 b.C.-3450 b.C.)

Neolithic Age marked human evolution.

Human beings discovered agriculture and cattle raising about 10,000 years ago in the Middle East 
( Mesopotamia, Egypt). They learned to cultivate plants and domesticate animals.



The first plants were cereals: wheat in the Middle East and Europe, rice in Asia and corn in
America. The first domesticated animals are horses, dogs, goats, sheep and oxen.

There were two innovations in the Neolithic Age: fabrics and pottery.

They stopped moving from place to place and became sedentary. They built villages next to rivers.



2-ANCIENT HISTORY: (3450 B.C. To 476 A.D.)

Ancient History begins when writing is invented.

The first writing appears at the Uruk city, in 3450 b.C. It was the cuneiform 
writing.

Mesopotamia:

Mesopotamia is a word for the zone “between rivers”. That is, the zone near the 
rivers Tigris and Eufrates, which is modern day Iran, Irak, Turkey, Siria... This 
zone is the Middle East.

They created a lot of towns, built up of 
adobe and clay. The most representative 
building was the ziggurat (a kind of 
staggered pyramid)

A lot of civilizations and cultures appeared in the Middle East: Ur, Babylon, Hitites, Assyrians, 
Persians, Phoenicians...

Egypt:

This civilization appears at both sides of the Nile river. The river had an annual flooding that made 
the soil close to the Nile very fertile. So, they always had good harvests.



The ruler was a man-god, the pharaoh. He had all the 
power and was the owner of Egypt.

The Egyptians believed in the life after death, so they 
created a lot of tombs in order to preserve the bodies of 
the dead 
people.

The most important tombs were the Pyramid, created for the pharaohs. The first pyramid was built 
in 2700 b.C.. The three most important are: Khufu, Khafre and Menkaure. 
 

Egyptians had a special kind of writing, the Hieroglyphics. 

Greece: 

Ancient Greece was divided in Polis, or independent city-states. They were always fighting among 
themselves and against the Persians.

 



Ancient Greeks had two things in common: Religion and language.

Ancient Greeks founded new colonies all over the Mediterranean sea, just like Massilia (Marseille), 
Syracuse, Naples and a lot more.

The most important polis were Sparta and Athens.

Sparta was a polis of warriors. 

Athens controlled the sea. Athenians created democracy.

 



Finally, during the end of 4th Century, a Macedonian prince, Alexander the Great, conquered a great 
empire, including Greece, Persia, Egypt and more nations. He also spread the Greek culture.

Greeks were very wise. They had many new ideas and created many inventions. Greeks had a large 
influence on language, politics, educational systems, philosophy, science, and the arts. They created 
History, Philosophy, Theater, Democracy, Olympic games, laws...

For example:

Sciences:

-Pythagoras in Maths.

-Eratosthenes in Geography.  

-Hippocrates, in Medicine.

-Archimedes in Physics. He explained the
lever.

Humanities:

-They created History. 

-They created Philosophy. Some famous 
philosophers were Socrates, Plato and Aristotle.
Art:

-Some of the most important works of art were 
Greek. For example, the Parthenon, Erecteion... 
They had very good sculptors, as Miron or 
Polikleitus, for example.



Rome: (753 B.C. to 476 A.D)

Rome was a small town in Italy, founded by 753 B.C. 
(According to the legends)

Ancient romans conquered all Italy by the 3rd Century. By 1st 

Century B.C., they controlled all of the Mediterranean Sea.

How did they conquer this huge empire?

-The roman army was very powerful. The roman legionary was a 
great soldier, well trained and equipped. 

-Romanisation: Romans took their culture to the 
conquered people, so, the enemies were included as part 
of the empire. After a few years, the conquered regions 
spoke Latin and were almost completely Roman.

The Roman Empire disappeared by 5th Century. 
Why?

-The barbarian tribes attacked the Empire. They even 
looted Rome in 476.



-The Roman economy depended on slaves. When they couldn't conquer more territories, the 
economy entered a crisis.

Roman legacy

1. Technology: The invention of concrete, roman roads, 
roman arches, aqueducts, amphitheaters, theaters, 
bridges...

2. Language: Roman language (Latin), the root of many languages.

3. Religion: Roman mythology and the Catholic faith.

4. Roman Law, the basis of the actual laws.

5. Literature and art: Virgil, Cicero... the Colosseum, 
Agrippa's Pantheon...

NO SLAVES
=

HIGHER PRICES



3-MIDDLE AGES: (476 to 1453)

The Middle Ages begin when the barbarians invade 
Rome.

The Empire was divided into different kingdoms.

At the Eastern Mediterranean Sea, the Byzantine Empire 
resisted the barbarians until 1453.

Islam:

Muhammad, the prophet, was born in 570, in Makkah, a town in 
Arabia. 

The archangel Gabriel gave him a message from God, and 
Muhammad created a new religion. It was called “Islam”

Islam spread quickly, and Muslims created a big empire. They conquered all the Northern part of 
Africa, the Middle East and Spain.

In 732, they reached 
France, but Charles 
Martel stopped them 
at the battle of Tours.



Muslims' legacy:

Language: We have a lot of Arab words in our 
language: Almohada, alambique, alcázar, alcalde,
Guadalquivir, Guadiana, acequia, jarabe, mazapán, 
zaguán...

Art: They gave us great monuments and pieces of art: The 
Mosque of Cordoba, the Alhambra in
Granada, the Giralda en Sevilla, the mosque of Samarra, 
the mosque of Kairuan... and a lot of poets and writers, for 
example, Ibn Ammar...

Philosophy: They maintained the classic philosophy, and there were some very 
good Muslim philosophers. A very important philosopher was Averroes.

Science: Our numbers are Arabic. Cordoba was an important cultural center. 
Medieval Muslims became leaders in maths, science, medicine, astronomy, 
navigation, etc...

Christian Europe:

After the Roman Empire, 
Europe fell into a “Dark Age”.

Europe was divided into different small kingdoms.

In 800, Charlemagne created an empire, with Germany, 
France, North of Italy and Catalonia. In 843, this 
empire was divided, but it became the seed of modern 
European countries.



Feudalism:

Lords controlled their territories. Kings had little power.

So, kings left land and wealth 
to the noble lords. In exchange, 
lords had to give to the king:

-Advice.
-Help.

This involved, mainly, help in 
the wars. 

In short, Feudalism consisted on:

Kings / Rulers giving a fief (land or wealth) to the lords.

Lords had to help kings, usually with soldiers and knights.

Feudal economy:

Lords had all the land.

Peasants worked in agriculture. Peasants had to pay a tax in order to use 
the lord's lands.

They had to pay with: -Wares.
-Labor.
-Money.

Peasants were very poor and had to 
work a lot in order to survive..



Feudal society:

Medieval society was divided into estates.

There were three different estates:

-Noblemen: They had to fight. The king was the most important 
noble.
-Clerics: They had to pray. They were bishops, monks, priests, 
nuns...
-Peasants: They had to work. They were farmers, artisans, 
traders and more... Usually, they were very poor.

The end of Middle Ages:

The 14th and 15th Centuries were very hard.

Three great problems:

-Hunger: The climate changed and there were years of starvation, for example 1317.

-Plague: The Black Death appeared in 1346, coming from 
Asia. The first time it appeared, it killed 1/3 of people in 
Europe. In 1721, the bubonic plague disappeared.

-War: There were a lot of huge wars, for example:
*The Hundred Years War (1337-1453)
*The fall of Constantinople, in 1453.
*End of the Reconquista, in 1492.
*Peasants revolutions.



4-EARLY MODERN PERIOD, (RENAISSANCE AND BAROQUE) (1453-1789)

Divided into three centuries.

16  th   Century  

Renaissance:

The XIV and XV centuries was a good 
time for the arts and sciences. Wise men 
took interest in Greek and Latin texts.

There were a lot of advances in:

Sciences: Leonardo Da Vinci, Kepler, 
Galileo... And the creation of the 
compass, the glasses, the clock, the 
gunpowder, the printing press...

Art: Great artists appeared, like Michael Angello, Donatello, Da Vinci, Van Eyck, Bosch...



The Rise of the Modern States:

Kings became very powerful.

How?

They created a permanent and national army.

They improved the administration, and could get more taxes.

The Age of Discovery:

In 1492, Christopher Columbus 
“discovered”1 America, with 
Spanish ships and crew. Spain 
conquered a lot of territories in 
America, becoming the most 
powerful nation in the world.

Portuguese ships reached India, 
and Magallanes and Elcano 
surrounded the world.

The Reformation:

In 1517, Martin Luther published his 95 theses, criticizing the Catholic 
Church. Spanish Empire and the Pope tried to destroy this new 
religion.

There were a lot of 
“Religious Wars” during 
the 16 and 17th centuries. 

1 Millions of Native Americans had discovered America before.



Finally, three new types of Christianism appeared:

-Lutheranism: In Germany.
-Calvinism; In Switzerland, Scotland and parts of France.
-Anglicanism: In England.

Spain was the most powerful country during this time.

17  th   century  

This was a very hard time. Wars, plagues and hunger everywhere.

Spain entered in crisis. France became the most powerful nation, with King Louis XIV.



18th Century

Things improved.

Population rose. Why?

-Starvation stopped. Mainly 
because of the introduction of new 
crops: potato and corn.
-Black plague disappeared: The last 
epidemic was in Marseilles in 
1712.
-Hygiene improved.

The Enlightenment.

This century is known as “the Age of 
Reason”. Wise people believe in: 

-The use of reason to explain the world, 
instead magic or superstition.
-Belief in human progress. 

Diderot and D'Alembert tried to write all the knowledge in an organized and accessible way. It was 
the Encyclopedia.

Philosophers like Rousseau, Montesquieu or Voltaire 
attacked the old ideas. They were against estates society 
and the absolute power of the kings. This was a very 
important reason for the “French Revolution”.



American Revolution.

The 13 colonies in North America 
joined together and broke free from the 
British Empire. It was the birth of the 
United States of America in 1776, with 
the Declaration of Independence.

French Revolution.

In 1789, French people rebelled against 
their king.

The revolutionary leaders:

-Finished the society of estates. Now people could rise 
depending on their abilities.

-Created a Constitution, with separation of powers.

-Killed the king and created a Republic.

-Wrote the “Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the citizen.”

Napoleon spread the revolutionary ideas over Europe.



5-CONTEMPORARY HISTORY (1789-Nowadays)

19  th   century  

There were two main events:

The French Revolution: Now, the man becomes a citizen, not a subject, with rights and freedom.

The Industrial Revolution: During the 18th Century, 
secondary sector becomes more and more important in 
countries like Netherlands and England.

The use of steam allowed the increase of factories. 

Steam engines were used for:

-Textile industry. 

-Transportations: Ships and railways.

-Mills, mines and a lot of machines.

Now, it was possible to make a lot of new tools and machines. 



More facts:

Colonization:

European countries, and U.S.A. and Japan later, 
conquered and controlled all the world. In 1885, during 
the Berlin's Conference, the European countries divided 
Africa up among them.

England and France conquered and controlled most of Africa and Asia, but a lot of European 
countries had colonies in Africa and Asia too.
 

They looked for 
new markets, raw 
materials and 
sources of energy.

The Second Industrial Revolution

After 1860, a lot of new inventions and changes in industry 
appeared.

-Electricity. 

British Empire in 1900



-Steel and new chemical products. The most important of 
them was petroleum.

-Telephone and telegraph.

Companies became very big, for example: Standard Oil Company, New York Central Railroad 
System , Morgan banks... During this time, companies became more powerful than states.



20  th   Century  

World War One:

From 1914 to 1918, most of the world's 
countries fought in a great war. 

There were two sides:

ALLIES AXIS
Russia, France, Great Britain, Serbia and later, 
U.S.A., Italy and more.

Germany and Austro-Hungarian Empire, 
Ottoman Empire and some more.

It was a very hard war, with new weapons like 
machine gun, gas, tank, submarine, plane, barbed 
wire... Nearly 10 million people died.

Finally, in 1918, Germany and the Axis surrendered.

Russian Revolution:

In 1917, Russian people, tired of misery and tyranny, rebelled 
against the Czar (Russian king) and Russia became the first 
communist country.



The Great Depression in 1929

In 1929 there was a great economic depression. It was the longest and widespread economic 
depression in the 20th century, and it was one of the reasons for the appearance of fascisms and 
caused the World War Two.

The rise of fascisms. (1923-1945)

In 1923, Mussolini took all the power in Italy, and created a 
dictatorship there. In 1933, Hitler obtained all the power in Germany, 
with the Nazi party. Nazis prosecuted the Jewish people and the 
communists, and finished with democracy. Finally, Hitler invaded a 
lot of countries which caused the World War Two.

World War Two. (1939-1945)

When Germany invaded Poland, England and France declared the war to stop Hitler. There were 
two sides.

AXIS ALLIES
The Nazi Germany
Italy
Japan

Great Britain (and its colonies)
France (until its defeat)
Soviet Union (In June 1941)
United States (In December 1941)

Germany achieved great victories, but Hitler committed the mistake of entering the war with U.S.A. 
and the Soviet Union at the same time. In 1945, the Allies entered Berlin and, after the nuclear 
bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan surrendered too. 40 million people died in this war, most 
of them civilians. 



Cold War (1946-1991)

After World War Two, the world got divided into two zones.

Capitalists VS Communists
U.S.A., Western 
Europe, Japan and 
most of West.

The Soviet Union, 
Eastern Europe, 
China (¿?) and, later, 
Cuba and others.

But they couldn't fight directly between them. 

Why? Both sides had nuclear weapons. So, 
if there was a war, both sides would be 
destroyed.

So, there were many small conflicts around the world, because all countries had to choose one side. 
For example: Cuban missile crisis, Prague spring, Vietnam war, Afghanistan war, Six-Day War...

Finally, in 1991, the Soviet Union left communism, and the Cold War ended.

6-



NOWADAYS

We live in a capitalist world. A world controlled by companies.

The only menace is terrorism.

But there are a lot of problems. The difference between 
rich and poor people is getting larger and larger, 
pollution is destroying the environment and Human 
Rights are violated everyday.

U.S.A. is the most powerful country in the 
world, but China is rising and it's supposed to 
be the most powerful in the near future.

We live interesting and difficult times. West 
countries are declining, welfare state is 
disappearing and some people say that 
capitalism will collapse soon. 

But... who knows?



QUESTIONS:

Prehistory, Mesopotamia, Egypt and Greece.

-What is the meaning of “Prehistory”?

-What is the difference between men and animals?

-How could men survive during the Palaeolithic age?

-What did humans discover about 10.000 b. C.?

-Name two innovations in the Neolithic age.

-What is the name of the first writing? Where did it appear?

-Why did Egyptians have always good harvests?

-What is a “polis”?

-Who created the first democracy?

-Can you say the name of three Greek philosophers?

Rome and Middle Ages

-How could Rome conquer all the Mediterranean sea?

-Explain two aspects of the Roman legacy in our culture.

-What part of the Roman Empire did resist the barbarians?

-Where was born Muhammad? When was he born?

-Explain two aspects of the Muslim legacy in our culture.

-Which zones formed the Muslim Empire?

-Explain the feudal economy.

-Explain the three states in the feudal society.

-What was the “Black Death”?

-Name two conflicts in the 14th or 15th centuries.



Early Modern Period: Renaissance and Baroque

-Name three new inventions in the Renaissance.

-Name three great artists from the Renaissance.

-How could kings become powerful during the 15th and 16th centuries?

-Who discovered America? When?

-Explain, briefly, what was the Reformation.

-Who was the most powerful king during the 17th century?

-Why did population rise in the 18th century?

-What is “Enlightenment”?

-When did the U.S.A. appear?

-Who created the Encyclopedia?

Contemporary History and nowadays

-Say the uses of the steam engine.

-What happened in the Berlin Conference? In which year?

-Name the inventions that appeared during the Second Industrial Revolution.

-Explain the World War One.

-What happened in 1917?

-What was the greatest economic depression during the 20th century?

-Name the two more important fascist leaders in Europe.

-Explain the World War Two.

-Why capitalists and communists couldn't go to war directly during the Cold War?

-What are the most important problems in the World nowadays?



*ABOUT THE EXAM:

You must choose ONE of these topics and explain it.

1-Prehistory, Mesopotamia, Egypt and Greece.

2-Rome and the Middle Ages.

3-Early Modern Age: Renaissance and Baroque.

4-Contemporary History and Nowadays.

AND, after explaining this, you will be asked TEN QUESTIONS about the 

OTHER periods.


